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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 
Display conditions: 
Not Applicable. 
Descriptive Note: 
Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 


The magazine entitled Puritan International 34 is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The Classification Office finds that Puritan International 34 significantly degrades, 
demeans and dehumanises the female participants in this magazine, as well as 
degrading and dehumanising women generally. The magazine also describes 
degrading, dehumanising and demeaning conduct. Puritan International 34 is a 
magazine comprised of 96 pages. The magazine is composed of approximately 80% 
colour photographs and approximately 20% text. The colour photographs are 
presented as photographic features consisting of explicit depictions of sexual activity 
between male and female participants. One particular photographic feature presents 
extreme close focus images of splayed labia. In one of the photographs the female's 
genitals are splayed so much that her gaping vaginal passage is the focus of the 
photograph. Almost all of the photographs in this feature are full page depictions and 
as such have a high visual impact. A significant amount of the text in the magazine 
describes degrading, dehumanising and demeaning conduct. Such descriptions are 
intended to be sexually titillating. For example, one letter describes a husband using a 
stick of margarine on his wife as a lubricant "as though I were chalking up a pool 
stick." This is a good example of the tone of most of the text throughout the magazine. 
The Classification Office considers that restricting the availability of this magazine is a 
reasonable and justified limit on the rights contained in si 4 of the New Zealand Bill of 
Rights Act 1990. 
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